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Section 8 On Fasting on the Fourteenth Day of the Month of Rabi
ul-Awwal

Sheikh al-Mufid — may God be pleased with him — said that it is recommended
to fast on days on which some enemies of the Almighty God are destroyed to
thank God the Almighty for this blessing and revenge. When explaining the
deeds for the fourteenth of Rabi’ ul-Awwal he has said, "The damned atheist
Yazid ibn Muaviah — may God’s curse be on him — died on the fourteenth day
of Rabi ul-Awwal of the year 64 A.H. May God curse him and all those who
agreed with him, helped him, did not blame him or were pleased with him
regarding the calamities that he caused the members of the Household of the
Prophet (MGB)."

Thus, it is best for man to fast on this day to thank God for the destruction of the
leader of oppression and betrayal. It is a day to give charity and to praise and
thank God."
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Section 9 On What is Narrated on Honoring the Seventeenth
Night of Rabi ul-Awwal

The following is found in the forty-fifth part of the book Shafa al-Sudoor
regarding the interpretation of the Chapter Isra of the Qur’an compiled by Abi
Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Zyad known as Al-Nagash. We read
inarration regarding the ascension of the Prophet (MGB) that it has been on the
night of the seventeenth of Rabi ul-Awwal before immigration to Medina. If
what is said about the ascension on that day is true, then it is best to honor that
day and respect it with performing good deeds on that night.”
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Section 10 On the Birth of our Master

In this section the birth of our Master Muhammad (MGB) is discussed. Also the
benefits of his Prophethood are explained. The conception of the mother of our
Master with the Prophet (MGB) who has been sent to us by the Lord of the
worlds is so important to the angels, the Prophets (MGB) and the Messengers
(MGB) that my heart, intellect, tongue and pen cannot describe.

His birth and Prophetic mission include many Divine Favors and benefits that |
cannot fully describe.

1. The Noble Prophet (MGB) came after 124,000 Prophets (MGB). God said
the following about one of them in the Holy Qur’an: “God chose him (MGB)
and commanded the angels to prostrate in front of him (MGB) and appointed
him (MGB) as His Prophet (MGB)." It says the following about another one:
“The Almighty God chose him (MGB) as His Friend.” It says the following
about another one: “It was We that made the hills declare, in unison with

him, Our Praises, at eventide and at the break of day.”1

It says the following about another one: “The Almighty God granted such a
kingdom upon him (MGB) that He had not given to any of the creatures.” It
says the following about another one: “The Almighty God spoke with him
(MGB) and granted him a high rank."

And he says about another: “The Almighty God granted him a spirit (MGB)
from His affair and granted him (MGB) the ability to revive the dead.” It has
spoken a lot about his (MGB) high rank, etc.

! The Holy Qur’an: Sad 38:18 "It was We that made the hills declare, in unison with him, Our
Praises, at eventide and at break of day,"
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However, none of these Prophets (MGB) and Trustees (MGB) of the past have
been given access to religious and worldly sciences as much as our Master
(MGB) has been given. None of them gained as much of the means of human
and divine etiquette which our Master Muhammad (MGB) gained. Muhammad
(MGB) reached his goal and through him his nation reached such a high place
that cannot be described. His (MGB) nation filled up the East and the West with
the knowledge of his (MGB) religion and the blessings that God granted them.

2. The Prophet (MGB) only had a very short time to teach his nation the
sciences that spread in all lands and amongst all worshippers. This could not
have been made possible except by means of clear verses and miracles from
God. He (MGB) spent thirteen years in Mecca during which he (MGB) could
not make any such efforts. Then he (MGB) spent ten years in Medina during
which he (MGB) was busy fighting with the unbelievers and suffering from the
disturbances of hypocrites and ignorant people. Even if he (MGB) had peace in
all these twenty-three years and could spend it on the sciences, still this is too
short a time to spread what he (MGB) actually spread in the world. This is one
of the major miracles of the Almighty God and His Prophet (MGB) that the pen
and the tongue cannot describe.

3. The Prophet (MGB) revived wisdom and the enemies of the intellect were
defeated.

4. The Prophet (MGB) helped the intellect after reviving it at a time when the
intellect had been defeated by its enemies.

5. In a very short time, the Prophet (MGB) elaborately introduced the purity of
the previous Prophets (MGB) in such a way that they themselves had not been
able to do so in a long time.

6. The Prophet (MGB) uncovered the superior place of the previous Prophets
(MGB), their secrets and their religious laws such that none of those who claim
to report their news and works had done.

7. The Prophet (MGB) is superior to other Prophets (MGB) since he (MGB) is
their seal, their speaker, and their first and their last in having a high rank.

8. The Prophet (MGB) is superior to the previous Prophets (MGB) since the
twelve Imams (MGB) have come from his (MGB) progeny and implemented
the ins and outs of the religion. One of these Imams is Al-Mahdi (MGB) who is
called from the heavens and has a rank that none of the Prophets (MGB) had.

If some of the opponents of the Shiahs deny these attributes of the Imams
(MGB) because of their lack of association and knowledge, it is because the
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knowledge of the Imams (MGB) has not been obtained by learning from known
professors. However, they were always superior to all people in terms of their
knowledge and nobility. This denial will not have any benefit for them. As we
said before we cannot fully describe the virtues of the Prophet's birth and the
prosperities which it contained. For this same reason we suffice to this same
amount for brevity.
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Section 11 The Time of Birth of the Noble Prophet (MGB) and
the Virtue of Fasting on this Great Day

In the book At-Ta’rif Limuvallid Ash-Sharif we mentioned that the great
Shiah scholars have some difference of opinion about the time of birth of the
Prophet (MGB). What | have realized from the practice of the scholars | have
seen is that his holy lights shone at the dawn of a Friday on the seventeenth day
of the month of Rabi ul-Awwal in the year of the Elephant and that fasting of
that day is equal to fasting to one year.

If this had been quoted on the authority of the Prophet (MGB), it could be
justified since it is reliable. Otherwise, the virtue of fasting on this great day is
to the extent of God's exaltation of this holy day and the benefits of the one born
on it. In interpreting the narration quoted on the authority of the Divine Leaders
(MGB) who say, “Fasting on this day is equal to fasting for one year by the
Almighty God” we should say that this is not intellectually impossible.

Next we shall express the deeds for seventeenth day of Rabi’ ul-Awwal based
on the sayings of great religious scholars.

Sheikh Mufid — May God be pleased with him — has written the following in the
book Hada'ig al-Riaz va Zuhrat ul-Murtaz va Nur ul-Mustarshid:

"lts seventeenth day is the birthday of our Master (MGB) — the Prophet of God.
His birth occurred at the dawn of a Friday in the year of the Elephant. It as an
honorable and highly blessed day that the Shiahs have exalted from the past,
recognized its right, observed its sacredness, and performed mandatory fasting
on that day. The following has been narrated on the authority of the Divine
Leaders (MGB), “God would record one year of fasting for whoever fasts on
the seventeenth day of the month of Rabi ul-Awwal that is the birthday of our
Master God’s Prophet (MGB). It is recommended to give charity on that day
and go on the pilgrimage to the shrines of the Divine Leaders (MGB), perform
recommended deeds, and cause happiness for the believers.

Sheikh Al-Mufid — May God have mercy upon him — has presented a similar
report in the book At-Tavarikh ush-Sharia. What Sheikh Al-Mufid — May
God have mercy upon him — has presented is brief. What we say is that it is best
for man to exalt this good day to the extent of exalting the Prophet (MGB) who
is complete in all perfections and is superior to all. Thus, no matter how much
you try to do good deeds on this day, it is so great that you still cannot do
enough.
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Section 12 On the Pilgrimage of our Master - the Prophet of God
(MGB) on This Day from a Far Distance and the Pilgrimage of
our Master Ali (MGB) at his Honorable Shrine

Regarding the pilgrimage supplications of our Master the Prophet of God
(MGB), the following has been narrated on his (MGB) own authority, “When
one visits my shrine after my death, it is as if he has immigrated to me during
my lifetime. If You cannot come to visit me, just send me peace and it shall
reach me.”

Inarration on the authority of As-Sadiq (MGB) in which there is a mention of
the pilgrimage supplications of the Prophet (MGB) we read, “He hears what
you say from close by and it reaches him from a distance.”

So when you wish to visit him from a distance, imagine that his grave is in front
of you with his name written on it. Make major ritual ablutions, stand up and
say the following supplications while you imagine in your heart that you are
facing him (MGB), “I bear witness that there is no God but God. He is One and
there are no partners for Him. | bear witness that Muhammad (MGB) is His
Servant and Prophet (MGB). And that he is the Master (MGB) of those of the
earlier and the later generations. And that he is the Master of the Prophets
(MGB) and the Messengers (MGB). O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings
on Muhammad and his Progeny (MGB); the Immaculate Divine Leaders.”

Then say the following, “Peace be on you, O Messenger of God! Peace be on
you, O’ beloved friend of God. Peace be on you, O’ Prophet of God. Peace be
on you, O’ God’s chosen one. Peace be on you, O’ God’s Mercy. Peace be on
God’s Chosen one ! Peace be on you, O’ God’s beloved one. Peace be on you,
O’ God’s Talented one! Peace be on you, O’ Seal of the Prophets! Peace be on
you, O’ Master of the Messengers! Peace be on you, O’ One standing firm on
justice! Peace be on you, O’ Conqueror of Khaybar! Peace be on you, O’
treasure of revelations! Peace be on you, O’ propagator on the authority of God!
Peace be on you, O’ the luminous lantern. Peace be on you, O’ the one who
admonishes. Peace be on you, O’ the one who warns. Peace be on you, O’ light
of God that illuminates! Peace be on you and on your Holy Household — the
Immaculate, the pure ones, the guides. Peace be on your grandfather — Abdul
Mutallib and your father Abdullah. Peace be on your mother Aminah Bint
Vahab. Peace be on you, O’ warner! Peace be on your uncle Hamzih — Master
of the Martyrs! Peace be on your uncle Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib! Peace be on
your uncle and guardian Abi Talib! Peace be on your uncle Ja’far al-Tay’yar in
the everlasting Paradise. Peace be on you, O’ Muhammad! Peace be on you, O’
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Ahmad! Peace be on you, O’ God’s Proof over those of the earlier and those of
the latter times. Peace be on the forerunner in obedience of the Lord of the
worlds. O’ Guardian over His Messenger and the Seal of Prophets! O witness
over His creatures! O’ interceder to Him - who is obeyed in His Kingdom; who
hasoble rank near You and who is obeyed in His Kingdom; who has the most
praiseworthy characteristics — the most praised from amongst the noble ones
near your Lord; who was spoken to from behind a veil; who has overtaken all in
prosperity and no one can reach him! | say peace be upon you like one who
submits to the knowledge of your rightfulness, and confesses to his failure in
attending to the obligatory deeds, without denying what your favor has resulted
in, and is sure of increased blessings coming from your Lord, believes in the
Book sent to you and allows what you made lawful and forbids what you
forbade. O’ Prophet of God! I bear witness along with all others who bear
witness, and deny all those who denied you. Indeed you delivered the message
of Your Lord, advised your nation, and struggled in the way of your Lord. You
clarified His Orders and were bothered for His Sake. You invited to His Path
with Wisdom and good speech. You fulfilled the right that was incumbent upon
you. You were really kind with the believers and were harsh with the infidels.
You sincerely worshipped God until the inevitable death came unto you. God
took you to the honorable place of the Honorable Ones and raised your rank to
that of those near to Him and to the highest amongst the Messengers such that
none can reach you, or become higher than you, or overtake you, or even think
of reaching you. And praise be to God Whom | beg to rescue us from
destruction, guide us from deviation from You, and showed us the light towards
you out of darkness. O’ Prophet of God! May God reward you who are
appointed by God — the best reward He has ever given to any of His Prophets
regarding his nation or any of His Messengers regarding those he has been sent
to. O’ Prophet of God! May my parents be your ransom! | visited you
knowing your right, confessing to your nobility, aware of the deviation of those
who oppose you and your Progeny and knowing the guidance you present. May
my parents, myself, my family, my wealth and children be your ransom! |
bestow blessings upon you as God bestows blessings upon you and as the
angels, His Prophets and His Messengers bestow blessings upon you — blessing
after blessing that is abundant and continued without any cessation, limit or
ending. May God’s Blessings be on you and your Holy Household, the
Immaculate, the pure ones as you deserve.”

Then extend your hands and say the following, “O’ my Lord! Please send to
Muhammad (MGB) all Your Blessings, noblest bliss, the best of Your Goods,
and Your most honored greetings, salutations, generosity and mercy; and the
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blessings of Your nearby-stationed angels, Your dispatched Messengers and
Your Chosen Divine Leaders, and those of Your upright slaves, and all Your
Servants in the ranks of the righteous and the people of the heavens and the
earth and those who have glorified You, whether it be from those of the earlier
times and those of the latter times. O’ Lord of the worlds! Bless Muhammad —
Your servant, Messenger, witness, Prophet, admonisher, Trusted one, Your
Talented one, Your Confidant, Your beloved one and Your Friend, Your
Chosen one, Your Especial one, Your Sincere one, Your Mercy, the best of
Your creatures, Prophet of Mercy, treasure of forgiveness, leader of good and
blessedness, rescuer of the servants from destruction by Your Permission who
invites them towards Your Religion and upholds Your affairs. The first Prophet
with a covenant and the last one appointed whom You placed in a sea full of
nobilities for his most majestic position and high rank. You then transferred his
genes through pure wombs as a Favor from You and a Bestowal to us. You took
charge of protecting him by Your Power, kept him safe from filth and flaws
until he attained the highest position in the sight of the people. You revived the
barren lands by him. You removed the veils of darkness by the rays of his birth
and dressed Your Sacred House with rays of light. O’ my God! You made him
especial by this honorable rank and this great characteristic. Please bestow
blessings upon him as he honored his pledge to You and carried out his mission.
He fought with those who denied Your Oneness. He cut off the ties of kinship
with polytheists for the majesty of Your Religion and suffered from calamities
in fighting with Your enemies. Please bestow him a Favor that is greater than all
favors and a reward that is better than all Your Rewards for the trouble he went
through, tricks he suffered from, and seditions that nearly killed him. He hid his
sorrow, he covered up his grief, and he did not deviate from what Your
Revelations had portrayed for him to do. O’ my God! Please bestow Your
Blessings on him and his Progeny — a blessing that pleases them. Please convey
our many compliments and salutations to them. Please give us nobility,
kindness, mercy and forgiveness for their mastery from Your own Presence as
You are the Lord of Benevolence Supreme.”

Then say the pilgrimage prayers that are four units in which you recite what you
want. Once you finish say the Fatimah Zahra glorifications' and say the
following supplications.

O’ my God! You are the One who told Your Prophet (MGB), “If they had only,
when they were unjust to themselves, come unto You and asked Allah’s
forgiveness, and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would

1 A sequence of 33,33,34 expressions in glorification of God.
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have found Allah indeed Oft-returning, Most Merciful. "™

I have not experienced the era of Your Prophet (MGB). O’ my God! I now visit
him earnestly repentant of my wrongdoings and seeking Your Forgiveness for
my sins. | am confessing to You about them and You are even more aware of
them than myself. | turn unto You by Your Prophet — the Prophet of Mercy
(MGB). O’ my God! For the sake of Muhammad and his Progeny please let me
be honorable in this world and the Hereafter and from the near ones to You. O’
Muhammad! O’ Prophet of God! O’ Messenger of God! May my parents be
your ransom! O’ Master of God’s creatures! Through you I turn to God — my
Lord and yours to forgive my sins, accept my deeds from me, and fulfill my
needs. And be an interceder on my behalf near your Lord and mine. My Lord is
the best to beg of, and You are the best one to intercede. O’ Muhammad! Peace
be upon you and your Household! O’ my God! Please make Your Forgiveness,
Mercy, and pure and beneficial sustenance sure for me as You did with those
who were present at the time of Your Prophet Muhammad (MGB). He was
alive and they confessed to him regarding their sins, he asked You to forgive
them and You forgave them by Your Mercy! O’ the Most Compassionate, Most
Merciful!

O’ my God! | yearned for You, placed Hope in You, stand at Your Threshold
and desire none but You. | indeed hope for Your abundant rewards. | confess to
my sins without denying and am repentant of what | have done. | take refuge
with You in this position for my past deeds that | have performed which You
admonished against and promised punishment for them.

| take refuge in the Benevolence of Your Face from disgracing me on the day
on which the veils are pushed aside and the secrets are divulged, and man’s
joints tremble! Day of envy and blame, day of drought! Day of Resurrection!
Day of Disaccreditation! Day of Decision! Day of Reward! The day equal to
fifty-thousand years! Day of Blowing of the Trumpet! Day of trembling of the
earth and its consequent events! Day of Resurrection! Day of Presence! The
Day on which the people shall stand in front of the Lord of the worlds! The Day
on which man will flee from his brother, mother, father, companion and sons.
The Day on which the earth shall tremble and the corners of the heavens shall
collapse! The Day on which every soul shall fight for himself! The Day on
which you are taken to God and shown what you did! “The Day when no
protector can avail his client in aught, and no help can they receive, Except

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Nisa 4:64.
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such as receive Allah’s Mercy: for He is Exalted in Might, Most Merciful. ™

The Day on which you return to the Knower of all that is hidden and open! The
Day on which you return to your true Guardian! The Day on which they will
come out of their graves as if they rush towards raised flags, like locusts
scattered around with their eyes humbled with their eyes fixed towards God!
The Day of the Inevitable Event! “The Day that the sky will be like molten
brass. And the mountains will be like wool. And no friend will ask after a
friend.”” The Day of witness and witness against! The Day on which the angels
will be lined up! O’ my God! Please have Mercy on my standing there on that
day for the sake of my standing here today and do not make me ashamed in that
position with what I have oppressed myself. O’ Lord! Please let my return on
that day be with Your Friends and let my afterlife be with Muhammad and his
Progeny (MGB) on the Resurrection Day. Please let me enter his Pond, along
with noble ones. Grant my book of deeds to my right hand so that | may attain
salvation due to my good deeds. Please brighten my face by it, ease my
reckoning, and change my balance of deeds in my favor. Please approve me to
be amongst those who achieve salvation - Your Servants in the ranks of the
righteous who attained Your Pleasure and Your Paradise. O’ Lord of the Two
Worlds. O’ my God! I take refuge in You from disgracing me on that Day in
front of Your creatures for my crimes, from being belittled or blamed for my
wrongdoings, for my bad deeds outweighing my good deeds, or from being
called with a bad name in the presence of the people. O’ the All-Generous! O’
the All-Generous! Pardon me! Pardon me! Cover for me! Cover for me! O’ my
God! | take refuge in You from my place in this day from being amongst the
wicked ones and my rank being amongst the miserable ones when You divide
Your creatures into several groups and send them to their places based on their
deeds. Please place me amongst Your Servants in the ranks of the righteous by
Your Mercy and place me amongst Your pious Friends near You - O’ Lord of
the worlds!”

Then say farewell to him (MGB) and recite the following supplications, “Peace
be on you, O’ Messenger of God! Peace be on you, O’ the conveyor of
good tidings, the warner! Peace be on you, O’ the luminous lantern.
Peace be on you, O’ ambassador of God to His creatures. O’ Messenger of God!
| bear witness that you were light in the sublime loins and in the pure wombs,
never touched by the filth of ignorance, or obscurity. O’ Prophet of God! | bear
witness that | believe in you and all the Divine Leaders from your Progeny and

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Dukhan 44:41.
2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Ma‘arij 70:8-10.
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am pleased with all that you have done. | bear witness that the Divine Leaders
from among your household are the symbols of piety and signs of guidance, the
most trustworthy stronghold, and the Proof over all the people of the world. O’
my God! Please do not let this be the last time | visit Your Prophet (MGB).
However, if You take away my life, please bear witness to what | testify to in
my life. Verily You are God! There is no God but You! You are the Only who
has no associate. And | bear witness that Muhammad (MGB) is Your servant
and Your Prophet. | bear witness that the Divine Leaders from among your
Household are the Your Masters, Helpers, Proofs over Your creatures, Your

Caliphs over Your Servants, Your signs in Your Towns, the Treasures of
Your Knowledge, Guardians of Your Secrets, and Interpreters of Your
Revelations. O’ my God! Please bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and
his Progeny. Please convey Your Blessings and our salutations to Muhammad’s
spirit in this hour and in every hour. O Prophet of God! May God’s peace,
mercy and blessings be upon you. May God not let this be the last
time I salute you.”
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And regarding the pilgrimage of our Master the Commander of the Faithful Ali
(MGB) to his honorable shrine, it is recommended to say the following
pilgrimage supplications expressed by our Master As-Sadiq Ja’far ibn
Muhammad (MGB) who visited the shrine of our Master Ali (MGB) on the
seventeenth day of the month of Rabi ul-Awwal as reported by Muhammad ibn
Muslim al-Sagafy. Once you arrive at the shrine of the Commander of the
Faithful Ali (MGB), you should make the pilgrimage major ritual ablutions, put
on your clean clothes, put on good-scented perfume, and walk with tranquility
and purity of heart. Once you reach the Bab al-Salam, turn towards the Qibla
and say “God is Great” thirty times and then say, “Peace be on God’s Prophet!
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Peace be on God’s Chosen one! Peace be on the conveyor of good tidings, the
warner, and the luminous lantern; and God’s mercy and blessings be upon him.
Peace be on the shining knowledge. Peace be on the assisted successful one!
Peace be on Abul Qasim Muhammad along with God’s Mercy and Blessedness.
Peace be on God’s dispatched Messengers — God’s servants in the ranks of the
righteous. Peace be on the multitude of guardian angels surrounding this shrine
and this tomb who take refuge in it.”

Then go closer and say the following, “Peace be on you, O’ Trustee of the
Trustees! Peace be on you, O’ Supporter of the pious ones! Peace be on you, O’
Master of the Guardians! Peace be on you, O’ the Best of the Martyrs! Peace be
on you, O’ Sign of God — the Exalted! Peace be on you, O’ one of the five
people under the cloak.! Peace be on you, O’ Leader of those with white-
foreheads?, the virtuous ones. Peace be on you, O’ Protector of the Divine
Leaders! Peace be on you, O’ Ornament of the monotheists, the noble ones!
Peace be on you, O’ the most especial friend of God! Peace be on you, O’ father
of the trusted Divine Leaders! Peace be on you, O’ Owner of the Pond, and
Carrier of the Flag! Peace be on you, O’ the one who allocates Paradise and
Hell! Peace be on you, O’ He by whom Mecca and Mina are honored! Peace be
on you, O’ sea of knowledge and shelter of the poor! Peace be on you, O’ He
who was born in the Ka’ba and married to the Master of the Ladies in the
heavens whose witnesses were the chosen angels. Peace be on you, O’ Lantern
of light! Peace be on you, O’ he who has abundant shyness from the
characteristics of the Prophet. Peace be on you, O’ He who spent the night in
the bed of the best Prophet! : And protected the Prophet himself when fighting
the enemies. Peace be on you, O’ He from whom the sun returned so that he
could pray and you were proud of this in front of Sham’oon Al-Safa. Peace be
on you, O’ He by whose name and whose brother’s name® God saved Noah’s
Ark while the waves came and it was afloat in water! Peace be on you, O’ He
for whose sake and for whose brother’s sake God turned to Adam when he was
deviated! Peace be on you, O’ The Ark of Salvation that whoever rides on shall
be saved, and whoever evades shall be lost! Peace be on you, O’ He who is

! On the Invokation day (Al-Mobahela) the Prophet held his cloak over Fatimah, Ali, al-Hassan
and al-Hussein's heads and said: "Oh God! These are the members of my household.” Then he
prayed for them and said: "Oh God! Whoever compromises with them I will also compromise
with him and whoever wants to make war with them, makes war with me."

2 “Qa’ed al-Qur-11-Muhaj’jelin” — those who are proud of their deeds. Some have
interpreted this to refer to those whose hands, feet and foreheads are white due to
extended prostrations.

® Referring to the Prophet (MGB)
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addressed by snakes and wolves in the deserts! Peace be on you, O’
Commander of the Faithful and God’s Mercy and Blessings be upon you. Peace
be on you, O’ Proof of God over those who deny or repent! Peace be on you, O’
Divine Leader of the wise! Peace be on you, O’ treasure of wisdom and the
final say. Peace be on you, O’ He who possesses the knowledge of the Book.
Peace be on you, O’ the criterion on the Day of Reckoning! Peace be on you, O’
He who decides the rule and speaks the truth. Peace be you, O’ the bestower of
the ring as charity in the prayer niche! Peace be on you, O’ He who is sufficient
for the believers in their fighting on the day of the Battle of Al-Ahzab! Peace be
on you, O’ He who sincerely believed in God’s Oneness and turned to Him.

Peace be on you, O’ he who tore the heavy door of Fort Khaybar out of rocks!
Peace be on you, O’ He who was called by the best of the people to sleep in his
bed and you submitted to him and accepted it." Peace be on you, O’ He who is
blessed! May God’s Peace, Mercy and Blessings be upon you. Peace be on you,
O’ Guardian of the Religion and Master of the masters! Peace be on you, O’ He
who has miracles! Peace be on you, for whose nobility the Chapters Baraa and
Al-Adiyat were revealed! Peace be on you, O’ whose name is written on the
borders of the Curtains of the royal court! Peace be on you, O’ expression of
miracles and verses! Peace be on you, O’ Commander of the Holy Battles!
Peace be on you, O’ he who informs about the past and the future! Peace be on
you, O’ the one addressed by wolves in the deserts! Peace be on you, O’ he who
seals tiny rocks and solves hard problems. Peace be on you, O’ he about whose
attacks the angels in the heavens were amazed. Peace be on you, O’ he who
whispered with the Prophet and gave charity before that. Peace be on you, O’
father of the good masters — the Divine Leaders — May God’s Peace, Mercy and
Blessings be upon you. Peace be on you, O’ he who is in line with the appointed
Prophet. Peace be on you, O’ inheritor of knowledge, i.e. the best inheritance.
May God’s mercy and blessings be upon you. Peace be on you, O’ Master of
the believers! Peace be on you, O’ Leader of the pious ones! Peace be on you,
O’ Resting place for the grief-stricken. Peace be on you, O’ Protector of the
believers. Peace be on you, O’ Supporter of the proofs! Peace be on you, O Ta-
Ha and Ya-Sin. Peace be on you, O’ stronghold of God. Peace be on you, O’ He
who gave his ring in charity to the poor during his prayer. Peace be on you, O’
he who tore out the big rock from the opening of the well and brought out
flowing water. Peace be on you, O’ Eyes of God looking at all the world, His
expanded hand, His speaking tongue to all the good people! Peace be on you,
O’ inheritor of the knowledge of the Prophets — The one entrusted with the

! Refers to sleeping in place of the Prophet (MGB)
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knowledge of those of the earlier times and those of the latter times — Possessor
of the flag of praise and the one who serves His Friends from the Pond of the
Seal of the Prophets! Peace be on you! O’ the Queen Bee (Leader) of the
Religion, and the leader of those with white-foreheads', O’ the father of the
content Divine Leaders — may God’s Peace, Mercy and Blessings be upon you.
Peace be on the one with a pleasant name, a bright face, a strong body and a
straight path. Peace be on the pious, sincere and chosen Divine Leader. Peace
be on the bright star. Peace be on Imam Abil-Hassan Ali. Peace be on the
Divine Leaders to guidance and the lights in darkness, signs of piety, pillars of
guidance, the wise, shelters for the creatures, the most trustworthy stronghold,
and the Proofs to the people of the world. May God’s mercy and blessings be
upon them. Peace be on the Light of Lights and the proof of the Irresistible —
father of the Pure Divine Leaders — the one who allocates Paradise and Hell,
who informs of the past, who defeats the atheists, and who saves sincere Shiahs
from great sins. Peace be on him for whom the pious and pure daughter (of the
Prophet) was chosen. He who was born in the Covered House. He who was
married off to the Good and Pure girl — daughter of the purest person in the
heavens. May God’s Peace, Mercy and Blessings be upon you. Peace be on
God’s greatest good about whom the people differed and shall be questioned
about. Peace be on God’s Light — His brightest rays and may God’s Peace,
Mercy

and Blessings be upon you. Peace be on you, O’ God’s Friend and His Proof!
O’ God’s especially chosen one! O’ God’s Friend! O’ Prophet’s friend! I bear
witness that indeed you really struggled in God’s way and followed the way of
God’s Prophet (MGB). You allowed what God has allowed, forbade what God
has forbidden, established His Divine Decrees, established the prayers,
gave the prescribed share to the needy, enjoined to do good, forbade
from evil, struggled in God’s way with perseverance, good will and only
seeking God’s great reward until death took you away. May God’s Curse be on
those who abandoned your rights and renounced your position. May God’s
Curse be on those who pushed you down from your rank and renounced your
goals. God’s Curse be on those who heard this and became happy. I disown
your enemies to God.”

1 “Qa’ed al-Qur-11-Muhaj’jelin” — those who are proud of their deeds. Some have
interpreted this to refer to those whose hands, feet and foreheads are white due to
extended prostrations.
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Then turn to his shrine, kiss it and say, “O’ Friend of God! | bear witness that
you hear my words, see my position and | bear witness that you delivered the
message. O’ my Guardian! O’ God’s Proof! O’ God’s Trusted one! The
sins placed between me and the Honorable the Exalted God have overburdened
my back and prevented me from sleeping. Its remembering makes me distressed
and | have fled to God and you from them. So please intercede near God on my
behalf for the sake of God who has entrusted His Secrets to you, has put you in
charge of the affairs of the people, has equated your obedience to His
Obedience and Your love to His Love. Please save me from the Fire and
support me in this world.”
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Then turn to his shrine, kiss it and say, “O’ Friend of God! O’ Proof of God! O’
Gate of God! | am one of your visitors and am taking refuge in your shrine. |
have come to you, and | have settled down near You. | ask you to intercede near
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God for the fulfillment of my needs and help me with the demands of this world
and the Hereafter since indeed you have a great rank near God and your

intercession is accepted. O’ my Guardian! Please be concerned about me

and admit me into your party. Peace be on you and on those who rest beside
you — being Adam and Noah. Peace be on you and on your sons Al-Hassan and
Al-Hussein and on the Immaculate Divine Leaders from your progeny.”

Then exalt God and cry to God — Great is His Grandeur and ask God for
whatever you want and it will be fulfilled if God the Sublime wills.
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Farewell Supplication for Our Master — the Commander of the Faithful
(MGB)

I found no specific farewell supplications to complete the previous
supplications. Thus you may use any general farewell supplications such as the
following. “May God’s Peace, Mercy and Blessings be upon you. | entrust you
with God, and | say peace be on you. We believe in God and the Messenger,
what he has brought, what he has invited to and what he has reasoned. O’ my
God! Please do not make this the last time I visit here. O’ my God! Please do
not deprive us from the reward of visiting his shrine. O’ God! Please bless us
with the return. However, if You take away my life before this, | bear witness to
what | testify in my life. | bear witness that they are the signs of guidance, stars
high above, and means of connection between You and Your Creatures. | bear
witness that whoever rejects this shall reside in the depth of Hell. O’ my God! |
ask You to bestow Your Blessings on Muhammad and his Progeny.” Then
name the Divine Leaders one by one and continue as follows, “Please do not
make this the last time that | go to him and the termination of my visiting him. |
ask You to intercede on my behalf near God for fulfilling my needs and
demands for this world and the Hereafter. Please let me be with these Divine
Leaders of guidance. O’ my God! Please smooth my heart with obedience,
advice, friendship, love and submission until I complete Your Obedience with
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this and attain Your Good Pleasure and deserve Your Reward and Mercy. O’
my God! | bear witness to the Mastery of him whom Your Prophet, Your
Messengers and Your angels declared as Master. | bear witness near You that |
disown whoever You disown, and whoever Your Messengers, Prophets, nearby-
stationed angels and Your Good Ambassadors disown. O’ my God! Please grant
me success in all praised ranks and let me return from here with the best
benefits earned. O’ Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honor! Peace be on you, O’
crown of the Trustees! Peace be on you, O’ chief of the truthful ones! Peace be
on you, O’ inheritor of the decrees! Peace be on you, O’ Company of Rukn and
Magam'. O’ my God! Please let me be amongst his blessed pilgrims, sincere
visitors, true followers, good companions, noble friends and certified
companions.

Please let me be of the noblest ones to come to this Sacred Noble House with
the exalted position and the Majestic Spring? which You have ensured Your
Forgiveness and Mercy in it. | take God and the angels that circulate around this
shrine as witness that the one who is buried here in this shrine is pure, holy,
honest, chosen and a Trustee that You are pleased with. Woe be upon the dirt
which has housed such a good light, such a brilliant meteorite, source of
wisdom, spring of mercy, and an advocate of proof in it. | disown your
murderer near God. | disown those who oppressed you, those who opposed you,
those who assisted them and those who fought with you. O’ my Guardian! O’
Commander of the Faithful! | say farewell to you like one who is sad about
departing from you, sorry about having to leave your shrine with his heart in
pain for this. May God not make this be my last occasion for visiting you and
pilgrimage to your shrine. For indeed He is All-hearing, the Fulfiller!”
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! Referring to the holy places in the House of God in Ka'ba i.e. the Station of Abraham (MGB).
2 Zamzam
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Section 13 On Additional Deeds for the Pilgrimage on the
Seventeenth Day of the Month of Rabi ul-Awwal

The following is found in books on good deeds, “You should say two units of
prayers at the midst of the day on the seventeenth day of the month of Rabi ul-
Awwal. In each unit you should recite the Opening Chapter once, “We have
indeed revealed this (Message) in the Night of Destiny: ** ten times, and the
Chapter Al-lkhlas ten times. Then you should sit down where you pray and say
the following supplications:

! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Qadr 97:1.
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“O’ my God! You are the Living that shall not die. You are the Creator that
shall not be overcome and an Initiator that does not end! You are the Near that
shall not be distant. You are the Powerful that shall not be opposed! You are the
Forgiver who shall not oppress! You are the Eternal who does not eat! You are
the Self -Subsisting who shall not fall asleep; You are the Learned whom no
one has taught; You are the Powerful who shall not be weak; You are the
Exalted who cannot be described; You are the Loyal one who never breaks His
promise; You are the Wealthy one who shall never become poor;

You are the Wise one who shall not oppress; You are Rebellious one no one can
rebel against; You are the Good who shall not be considered bad; You are the
Entrusted who is not hidden; You are the Mighty that shall not be overcome;
You are the One who does not seek counsel; You are the Bestower who does
not get tired; You are the Swift who shall not neglect; You are the Benevolent
who does not withhold; You are the Mighty who does not get debased; You are
the Keeper who shall not neglect; You are the Standing who shall not get
destroyed; You are the Veiled who cannot be seen; You are the Eternal that
never gets destroyed; You are the Everlasting who shall not terminate; You are
the One who has no alike; You are the Affluent without any one to challenge!
O’ my God! I ask You by the Secret Knowledge that You possess and by Your
Power over all creatures. Please let me live when You know that it is good for
me to live, and take away my life when death is good for me. | ask You to grant
me humbleness in private and public! O’ my God! I ask You to let me be able to
tell the truth at times of anger and pleasure! | ask You for endless blessings that
do not get exhausted! | ask You for contentment after Your Destination! | ask
You for the provisions of life after death. | ask You for the pleasure of looking
at Your Noble Face. Amen, O’ Lord of the worlds. O’ my God! I ask You for
Your Benevolent Favors, and through Your supreme Bounties to forgive me
and have mercy upon me, O’ Knower of subtleties! Please be kind to me
regarding all that You like and are pleased with. O’ my God! I ask You for
success in doing good deeds, abandoning abominable deeds, love for the poor,
and association with the good people. Please forgive me and have mercy upon
me, and if You decide to cause great calamities for the people, to exempt me
from such calamities. | ask You for Your love and the love of what You love,
and the love of all deeds that would bring me close to You. O’ my God! I ask
You for the sake of Your loved one — Muhammad and his Progeny, for the sake
of Your friend Abraham — chosen by You, and for the sake of Your interlocutor
Moses, and for the sake of Your spirit — Jesus. | ask You for the sake of the
Books of Abraham, the Torah of Moses, the Bible of Jesus, the Psalms of
David, and the Qur’an of Muhammad (MGB). | ask You for the sake of all



164 Supplications and Deeds for the Whole Year

revelations You revealed, all the destiny You destined, all the needy You
bestowed upon. | ask You for the sake of all Names which You sent down in
Your Book. And | ask You by Your Names by which Your Throne is firmly
established. | ask You by Your Names which when You placed on the fire it
became ablaze. | ask You by Your Names which when You placed on the night
it became dark. | ask You by Your Names which when You placed on the fire,
it became lit. I ask You by Your Names which when You placed on the earth, it
settled down. | ask You by Your Name — the One! The Eternal, Absolute!
Which prevails upon the pillars of all things. | ask You by Your Name — the
Pure, the Clean, the Blessed, the Living, the Self-Subsisting - There are no gods
but He who is Most Compassionate, Most Merciful! And | ask You by the
juncture of Your might of Your Throne, the one who delivered Mercy from
Your Book, and by Your Grand Names, Your Sublime Majesty, and Your
Perfect Words to bless us with the memorization of the Qur’an, acting on it and
obeying You, doing good deeds. Please foster this in our ears and eyes, mix it
into my flesh, blood, brain, fat and bones, and employ my body and strength to
practice it since no one but You can do so. You are the Only who has no
associate. O’ God! The Only! O’ Powerful Lord! O’ God - The Creator! And
You are the Evolver! The Bestower of Forms! O’ God! The Resurrector! The
Inheritor! O’ God! The Opener! Exalted in Might! All-knowing! O’ God! The
Sovereign! The Powerful! The Affluent! Please forgive me and have mercy on
me as You are the Most Compassionate, Most Merciful! O’ my God! Indeed
You said the following and whatever you say is right, “Call on Me; I will
answer your (Prayer).”* O’ God! I ask You by the Name by which Adam
(MGB) prayed and You made Paradise certain for him. And | ask You by Your
Name by which Sheeth ibn Adam prayed and then You established him as the
Trustee after Adam (MGB) to fulfill our prayers. | ask You to bless us with
doing what others have advised us to do and let our will be ahead of us. And |
ask You by Your Name by which Idris (MGB) prayed then You raised his
position to a high state to raise our position to the highest near You, and favor
us by granting us Your Pleasure with us and to take us into Paradise out of Your
Mercy. And | ask You by Your Name by which Noah (MGB) prayed then You
saved him from being drowned but destroyed the oppressive nation to save us
from any calamities. And | ask You by Your Name by which Hud (MGB)
prayed then You saved him from the terrible wind to save us from the
calamities of this world and the Hereafter. And | ask You by Your Name by
which Salih (MGB) prayed then You saved him from the plot to save us from

! The Holy Qur’an: Qafir 40:60.
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any plots in this world, the Hereafter, and their punishments. And | ask You by
Your Name by which Lot prayed then You saved him from the Overthrown
Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and the shower of brimstone® to save us from
the humilities of this world and the Hereafter. And | ask You by Your Name by
which Shoaib prayed then You saved him from the torture of the Day of
Darkness to save us torture out of Your Spirit and Mercy. And | ask You by
Your Name by which Abraham prayed and then You turned the fire cool and
peaceful for him to rescue as You rescued him and to turn whatever is in it cool
and peaceful for us as You made for him. And | ask You by Your Name by
which Ishmael prayed when he became thirsty and then You brought forth
flowing water from the Zamzam to last forever to bring us good and grant us
extensive wealth by Your Mercy. And | ask You by Your Name by which Jacob
prayed then You gave back his sight and his son and improved his vision to
rescue us and unite us with our relatives, children and wives. And | ask You by
Your Name by which Joseph prayed then You brought him out of prison to
release us from prison and grant us Your Blessings which You have meant for
us. And | ask You by Your Name by which the Tribes called on You and You
turned to them and established them as Prophets to turn to us, provide us with
Your Obedience and Servitude and freedom from what we are entrapped in.

And | ask You by Your Name by which Job prayed when he suffered from
calamities, and said, “Truly distress has seized me, but You are the Most
Merciful of those that are merciful.”® Then You accepted his prayer and
removed adversities from him, gave him his Progeny and the like thereof along
with them as a Mercy from You and remembrance for the worshippers.® O’ my
God . Now | will say as he said, “Truly distress has seized me, but You are the
Most Merciful of those that are merciful.”* Please accept it from me, have
mercy on us, release us, give back our household, wealth, and the like thereof
due to Your Mercy and establish us amongst those who worship You. And | ask
You by Your Name by which Moses (MGB) and Aaron (MGB) prayed as You
the Exalted said, “Accepted is your prayer...” Please fulfill our prayers and
save us as You saved them. And | ask You by Your Name by which David
prayed then You forgave his sin and turned to him to forgive my sins and turn
to me as You are the Ever-Relenting, the Merciful! 1 ask You by Your Name by

! And we rained down on them a shower (of brimstone): Then see what was the end of those who
indulged in sin and crime! [The Holy Qur’an: The Heights 7:84]

2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:83.
¥ See the Holy Qur’an 21:84.

* The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:83.
® The Holy Qur’an: Yunus 10:89.
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which Solomon prayed then You returned the Queen of Sheeba to him, rescued
him from his enemies, granted him dominion over the genies, the men and the
birds' to rescue us from our enemies, return Your Blessings to us, get what is
rightfully ours from them and relieve us from them as You have power over all
things. And | ask You by Your Name by which he who possessed knowledge of
the Book on the Throne of Queen of Sheeba has prayed and You delivered it to
him and it was firmly placed before him to deliver us this very year from here to
Your Holy House al-Haram Mosque and let us visit the shrine of Your Holy
Prophet (MGB). And | ask You by Your Name by which Jonah (Yunus ibn
Matta) prayed in the dark and said, “...There is no God but You: glory to You: I
was indeed wrong!”* Then You accepted his prayer and saved him from the
belly of the whale, and from his sorrows as You the Exalted said, “... and thus
do We deliver those who have faith.””® Bear witness that | am of the believers
and say as he said, “...There is no God but You: glory to You: I was indeed
wrong!”* So please accept my prayer and save me from the sorrows of this
world and the Hereafter since You have guaranteed to save the believers. And |
ask You by Your Name by which Zakariya (MGB) prayed when he said, “O’
my Lord! Leave me not without offspring, Though You are the best of
inheritors.” And You accepted it from him, granted him John (MGB), cured
his wife’s barrenness, established them as those who rush in doing good deeds,
and call on You with love and reverence and humble themselves before You.
Then | say as he said, “O’ my Lord! Leave me not without offspring, Though
You are the best of inheritors.”® Please accept it from me and improve my
status and all that You have bestowed upon me and release me from all that has
tied me down, grant me honor in this world and the Hereafter, good children as
my heirs and establish us amongst those who call on You with love and
reverence and humble themselves before You and obey You. And | ask You by
Your Name by which John (MGB) called upon You and You made him enter
Paradise without having committed any sins or even having thought of it. I ask
You to protect me from doing acts of disobedience until | see the Immaculate
Ones without having committed any sins. And | ask You by Your Name by
which Mary called upon You and then You made her baby speak in her support

! See the Holy Qur’an 27:17.

2 The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:87.
% The Holy QUran: Al-Anbiya 21:88.
* The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:87.
% The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:89.
® The Holy Qur’an: Al-Anbiya 21:89.
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to grant us success, relieve us by our Proof that is near You' and You clearly
show our reasoning to those who oppose us. And | ask You by Your Name by
which Jesus the son of Mary prayed then You revived the dead by him, treated
the blind and those with leprosy by him to relieve us, protect us from all evil,
sedition and grief, give us a good life in this world and the Hereafter and bless
us with well-being of our body. And I ask You by Your Name by which the
disciples of Jesus (MGB) prayed then You helped them until they delivered
what they were ordered to by Jesus and relieved them from the plots of the
oppressors, and took care of them. | ask You to relieve us and include us among
those who invite the people to Your Obedience. And | ask You by Your Name
by which Jerjees (MGB) prayed then You removed the pain of punishment from
him to remove the pain of punishment from us in this world and the Hereafter,
not make us suffer from any calamities, or grant us patience and well-being if
You do so. And | ask You by Your Name by which Khizr (MGB) prayed then
You gave him everlasting life to help us, help us against those who oppress us
and return us to Your Safe Place. And | ask You by Your Name by which Your
beloved Muhammad (MGB) prayed then You made him the Master of the
Messengers and assisted him by Ali — the Master of the Trustees to bestow
Your Blessings upon them and their Progeny — the pure ones. | ask You to
overlook my transgressions on this day, forgive all my past mistakes and sins,
and not take me back from this place without my forgiven sins, accepted deeds,
mercy and forgiveness, with blessings perfected with the blessings for the
Hereafter by Your Mercy — O’ Giver! O’ Lord of Majesty, Bounty and Honor!
You have power over all things. There is no change nor any strength except by
God the Sublime, the Supreme.”
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Section 14 On What is Best for the Muslims To Do on the
Birthday of the Prophet (MGB)

Know that indeed it is best to exalt each occasion based on the extent of the
benefits and the goodness which accompany it. All the Muslims have all agreed
upon the fact that Muhammad (MGB) is the most important person born, or
even the most important person ever born in the world and he has a higher rank
and has more benefit than all of the creatures whose deeds and words were
beneficial. For this reason, it is best that the birthday of the Noble Prophet
(MGB) be exalted to the extent of the nobility of the Prophethood and the
benefit which he (MGB) has had. | have seen that the Christians and some of
the Muslims exalt the birthday of Jesus (MGB) in such a way that no other
creature in the world is exalted. | wonder why the Muslims exalt the birthday of
their Prophet (MGB) — who is superior to all of the Prophets (MGB) — less than
the birthday of another Divine Prophet (MGB). Certainly, this is improper. It
may be the case that when a person who does not have any children is blessed
with a child, he becomes much happier than on the birthday of the Master of the
Prophets who is the greatest creation near the Lord of the worlds! He may even
exalt and glorify this occasion much more than the birthday of the Prophet
(MGB) while this is opposed to the practice of the knowledgeable ones and it is
far away from the beliefs of prosperous people. O' the person who is acquainted
with the right path, observe the etiquette of worshipping and consider the
Owner of the Judgment Day! | swear to you by God! I swear to you by God!
Beware that the birthday of the Seal of the Prophets (MGB) is not less
important to you than the birthday of an individual born in this ephemeral
world. On this day you should become acquainted with the Almighty God's
Favor and Blessing by creating this holy person of His for you and other
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worshippers and you should confess and glorify the person born on this day and
seek proximity to the Threshold of the Almighty God by paying charity and
praying in gratitude with the prayer which we mentioned before. Congratulate
other Muslims and proclaim the nobility of this day over other days so that the
hearts of women and children become acquainted with this day and it becomes
beneficial for them and causes their promotion in this world and the Hereafter.
You should not obey the lazy individuals or those who take the affair of God
lightly or are unaware of the rights of the Prophet (MGB). Whoever praises
something but does not glorify it and whoever exalts something but does not
know what he is exalting is one of those whose behavior denies his sayings and
his deeds confess to his loss and failure. This is because the Almighty God
describes those who bear witness to something with their tongue but behave
differently as liars and hypocrites where He says, “When the Hypocrites come
to You, they say, “We bear witness that You are indeed the Messenger of
Allah.” Yea, Allah knoweth that You are indeed His Messenger, and Allah
beareth witness that the Hypocrites are indeed liars.””* Then will this kind of
confession of the hypocrites to the mission of the Noble Prophet (MGB) while
their hearts and deeds deny what they say have any benefit for them?! In any
way, | believe that | cannot describe well how to be on this day and even the
little bit that | wrote above was what the Almighty God guided me to.
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! The Holy Qur’an: Al-Munafiqun 63:1.
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Section 15 On What to End the Birth Date of the Prophet
Muhammad (MGB) with

In this part, what the Almighty God has shown us through the narrations and the
intellect are presented. The proper way to end such occasions and great days
were explained before. Thus, you should adhere to any one of them if you can
and do not abandon it. In addition, you should do more glorification and
exaltation according to the extent of glory of this great holy day since it is
greater than all other occasions. Moreover, you should turn to the Threshold of
the Almighty God in the last moments of this day and confess to your
shortcomings in recognizing the right of this blessing and acting in His
Obedience and Worship. You should ask God to help you to succeed in
performing superior and more complete deeds than what you can do now to
make you closer to God. You should cry in His Presence and implore the
Prophet (MGB) who is born on this day to present all your needs to the

1y o sasladl



174 Supplications and Deeds for the Whole Year

Almighty God. You should ask the Almighty God to perfect and correct the
shortcomings of your deeds and all of the affairs of which you are not informed
of but is of your interest. You should consider the Prophet (MGB) who is born
on this day and present all your deeds to him. You should commemorate the
Prophet (MGB) as much as you can and ask him to perfect the shortcomings of
your deeds with his own perfection and present them to the Mercy, Majesty and
Grandeur of the Glorious God with his own hands and the power of
Prophethood, kindness and intercession.
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